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SUB J : PRESIDENT PEREZ COMMENTS ON COLOMBIAN PROPOSAL 
FOR THE GULF OF VENEZUELA 

REF: CARACAS 7551 AND 7528, BOGOTA 6888 AND 6851 

1. PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ TOLD REPORTERS IULY 25 THAT THE 
TERRITORIAL DISPUTE WITH COLOMBIA TRANSCENDS PARTY POLITICS, AND 
THAT "THERE HAS NOT BEEN NOR WILL THERE BE ANY CHANGE IN THE POSITION 
WHICH VENEZUELA HAS MAINTAINED CONCERNING THIS MATTER, AND WE 
CONTINUE HOPING AND ASPIRING TO AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES, WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF THIRD PARTIES. WE 

LISTEN TO AND RESPECT ANY POSITION, ANY INITIATIVE, 

WHICH COMES FROM COLOMBIA AND ITS ILLUSTRIOUS PRESIDENT 
BECAUSE IT IS OUR OBLIGATION. BUT VENEZUELA KNOWS WHICH 
IS ITS PATH AND WHAT ITS RIGHTS ARE AND IS AWARE THAT WITHIN 
OUR CONCEPT OF PEACE, COEXISTENCE, AND UNDERSTANDING WE WILL 
ALWAYS DEFEND THEM." 

2. COMMENT. PRESIDENT LOPEZ'S PROPOSAL FOR A COLOMBIAN- 
VENEZUELAN CONDOMINIUM OVER THAT PORTION OF THE GULF OF VENEZUELA 
CLAIMED BY BOTH COUNTRIES HAS PROVOKED MUCH LOCAL COMMENT, 
MOSTLY UNFAVORABLE. THE PRESIDENT OF THE VENEZUELAN COLLEGE OF 
INTERNATIONALISTS HAS DELCARED THAT IN SEP 1939 PRESIDENT 

LOPEZ CONTRERAS DECREED THE CLOSING OF THE GULF, AND HAS RECALLED 
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COLOMBIAN) IN THE GULF. MOST VENEZUELANS SEEM TO SUSPECT THAT 
LOPEZ'S PROPOSAL IS AN EFFORT TO REINFORCE COLOMBIA'S BARGAINING 
POSITION AND PRESIDENT PEREZ'S COMMENTS APPERAR INTENDED TO 
REASSURE VENEZUELANS THAT THE GOV IS NOT PREPARED TO RELAX 
ITS HARDLINE ATTITUDE. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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